Helvidius

acknowledge its wisdom and merits.

Conclusions

STV-PR is the fairest system of voting currently in
use. Considering the merits of the system, it is surprising that
itisnot more widely used. The only countries that make use
of STV-PR in national elections are the Republic of Ireland
and Malta. IntheUS, itisused only on avery limited basis,
for elections to the City Council of Cambridge, MA, and for
the New Y ork School Board elections. This system has broad
applications in elections to al branches of government. In
particular, STV-PRisahighly appropriate system of votingin
areas of strong racial or ethnic cleavage. Under STV-PR,
minority groupsarerepresented in thelegisaturein accordance
with their voting strength. Minority groupsretain the ability
to elect the representative of their choice and remain part of the
greater community. The importance of transfers in STV-PR
further protects minority groups. Transferred votes have
frequently been decisive in PR elections. In Irish general
elections, voting pacts between the partiesplay amajor rolein
determining the eventual outcome. Minor partiesand minority
interests have been abl e to shape the political agenda through
their transferred votes aswell asthrough direct representation.
The dogan of the Civil Rights Movement "separate is never
equal" should berevived and applied to acampaign for change
in current voting practices. The creation of "safe" minority
seats creates the danger of marginalizing minority concerns.
The danger inherent in "racial gerrymandering” is that it will
lead to a progressive disassociation of the various groups that
make up our pluralist society. Our democratic ingtitutions
should work to bring us together, not to isolate us from each
other. Our system of voting should both protect our diversity
and increase our sense of community. Measured against these
criteria, STV-PR isthe superior voting mechanism for ensuring
political equality in democratic societies.
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Law School Profile:
Georgetown Universty

Law Center
By John Anzalone

Civil liberties are a great heritagefor Americans.
They protect us against the excesses of totalitarian
government andformavital part of thefreedomsto

which weurgeother nationsto aspire. They guarantee

Americans freedom of speech, freedom of religion,
security against arbitrary policeaction, and theright
toafairtrial. Theyarenotrightswhichthegovernment
gives to people, rather they are rights which the
peopl e carved out for themselveswhen they created
thegovernment.

--Edward Bennett Williams

OneMan'sFreedom

Thisquotation, chiseled in stoneon the entranceway
to the newly constructed Edward Bennett Williams Library at
Georgetown, echoesthe sentiment of aworld-classlaw school
with its eye on preserving freedom for Americans as well as
people around the globe.

While visiting Georgetown University Law Center
(GULCQ), it is clear that the school prepares its graduates to
excel in awide range of legal careers from private practice to
teaching. It is an educational ingtitution dedicated to the
principlethat law isbut the means, andjusticeistheend. With
this principle in mind, Georgetown has built an environment
that isat once conduciveto the exchange of practical ideasand
the pursuit of academic excellence. It brings together an
extraordinarily varied group of teachers, scholars, and
practitioners, as well asahighly qualified student body—Iast
year 9,500 applicationswerereceived for 625 first-year seats—
representing a broad range of backgrounds and perspectives.

In recent years, the practice of law has become
national and international rather than local, and in increasing

the trade. but s

inguiry o h

numberslawyershave al so becomelegislators, policymakers,
and scholars. Inthesetimes of profound change, GUL C seeks
toimpart not only toolsof thetrade, but also to foster reflection
and inquiry into the nature of law and therole and reponsibility
of attorneys. From the first day at Georgetown, an orientation
toward public service, law reform, and an emphasis on ethical
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practice enhances athorough, sound, and practical exposureto
law and the lawyering process. The goal is education in its
fullest sense—not only mastery of "black letter law"—but a
sense of the philosophical, political, social, and ethical

dimensions of the law. The result is a vital and exciting

intellectual community in which learning occurs on many

levels, both inside and outside the classroom.

The center is not in Georgetown, but it is rather just
off Capitol Hill. Located within blocks of the US Congress,
where laws are enacted, the Supreme Court, where laws are
interpreted, and the administrative agencies, which carry out
law enforcement, GULC provides a unique vantage point
from which its faculty and students explore the dynamic lega
processes of our nation and the world. The excellent research
facilities of the Library of Congress are easily accessible.
GULC consists of three buildings, including the clinical
building, thenewly built library, and the stark and institutional -
looking McDonough Hall, in which most classes are held.
Safety isamajor concern here; it is considered dangerous to
walk from McDonough to the clinics haf ablock away. The
new Ed Bennett WilliamsLibrary houses contain over485,000
books and 300,000 microform volumes. Thereare 1,270 seats

at carrels, tables, and in several student lounges. Bernard
McDonough Hall, renovated in 1989, was designed with the
specific needs of law students in mind. The amphitheater-
style lecture halls, small class rooms and seminar rooms,
dining hall, lounge, and student activities office serve alarge
student body and are accessible to the handicapped.

Day and evening programs are offered leading to the
J.D. degree. Entry to both programsisin thefal. Coursesin
contracts, torts, civil procedure, property, crimina justice,
constitutional law, professional responsibility, legal research
and writing arerequired; electives satisfy the remaining degree
requirements. A first-year student noted that "the classes first
year arebig. It can bealittletougher to get to know peopleand
togetto all of the professorsbut it'smanageableand you really
get to know the people in your section." During thefirst year
a GULC, students take required courses in sections of
approximately 125 students. Legal Writing and Research is
taught in smaller sectionsby competitively selected upperclass
students known as Law Fellows. Most here find that it is a
"mixed bag" regarding who you get, but nevertheless, Law
Fellows are supervised by full-time faculty members.

Second and third year coursesare primarily el ectives.
GULC students have more difficulty in selecting and fitting
courses and clinicsinto their schedules than worrying if there
are enough courses to take. Georgetown's prominent
International and Comparative Law Department, offering
seminarsin areas including Soviet, Space, and Chinese Law,

tendsto overshadow some areasin which GULC excels, most
notably Constitutional Law and Taxation. Other strengthsand
speciatiesof theschool are Civil Rights/Civil Liberties, Legal
Ethics, Public Interest Law, and Patent Law. There are many
popular clinical opportunities, including the Sex Discrimination
Clinic, the Harrison Institute, which provides technical
assistance to the DC taxi commission, and a Juvenile Justice
Clinic. Georgetown also houses several institutesthat serve as
springboards from academiato community involvement, like
the Institute of Criminal Law and Procedure. In addition,
GULC offers a summer program at the European University
Institute in Florence, Italy.

The Georgetown faculty isgreatly praised by students,
and many were surprised that the faculty is as young, liberal,
and accessibleasthey are. "Many of [thefaculty] havewritten
the text, but they still approach the material with the same
excitement asif it were brand new," remarked a second-year
student.  Student-chosen faculty stars include Charles
Abernathy, atextbook author best known for hiswork in civil
rights, Robert Haft, who worked as a Special Consultant for
the SEC, "tax guru” Martin Ginsburg, and former Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court William J. Brennan, Jr. The
faculty consists of 85 full-time and 146 adjunct professors,
offering more than 200 courses and seminars on the Juris
Doctor program.

In terms of admissions, candidates are evaluated on
two scales, academic or objectivecriteria, and personal criteria.
Academic information includes undergraduate records and
LSAT scores. Personal information evaluated isin the form of
recommendationsand extracurricular activities. Themedians
for the class entering in the fall of 1991 werea3.52 GPA and
a91 percentileonthelL SAT. The vast mgjority of law students
livein apartmentsor housesin the Washington DC area. Once
admitted, interested students should take note that while the
Law Center has no student housing at the moment, thereis a
Student Center under construction. It will have student
apartments, and is scheduled for completion by the fal of
1993.

Georgetown studentsfind the placement officewel |-
organized, although afew studentswould liketo see additional
gaff members. Nonetheless, the school draws awide array of
employers, and its location at the seat of federal government
allows those students who are interested in government jobs
great opportunities.

John Anzalone is a Columbia College senior.



