Kashmir, the Beautiful
Land of Death and Terror

Areport of human rightsabusesand political
repressionintheheart of Asia.

by Farah Kathwari

RROUNDED BY THE HIMALAYAN
mountains, in close proximity to
fghanistan, Pakistan, India,
hina, and Uzbekistan, Kashmir
is both strategically located and beauti-
ful. The poet Thomas Moore wrote of
Kashmir:
Who has not heard of the vale of
Kashmir,
With its roses the brightest that
earth ever gave.
Its temples and grottos and
fountains clear,

As the love-lighted eyes that hang
over their wave.

Today this beautiful land of growth and
life is one of terror and death.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The current situation in
Kashmir can be traced back to the 1947
partition of the subcontinent into present
day Pakistan and India. Kashmir was
one of the Princely States of British colo-
nial India,which had the choice to join
India, Pakistan, or remain independent.
Kashmir, a Muslim majority area, was
under the rule of a Hindu Dogra prince.
The Dogra ruler hesitated in joining
either India or Pakistan.

In early August 1947, Pakistani
tribesmen entered Kashmir through the
northwest mountains. The Dogra ruler
asked then Prime Minister of India
Jawaharlal Nehru to send Indian troops
into Kashmir. Nehru agreed to do so if
the ruler would accede Kashmir to India
with the understanding that when condi-
tions became normal, the Kashmiris will
be given the right to determine their own
future.

The United Nations met with
both Pakistan and India to settle the
fighting in Kashmir. On 13 August 1948
the UNCIP (United Nations Commission
For India and Pakistan} caZ/ed for three
mgor conditions, to which Pakistan and
India both agreed. Both governments

would draw a cease-tire line within
Kashmir and would withdraw their
forces. India declared that it would
withdraw only after all Pakistani forces
left and a fina settlement was reached
The governments of India and of
Pakistan agreed that the future status of
the state of Jammu and Kashmir would
be determined by a plebiscite of the peo-
ple(Lakhanpal 152-154). On 2 November
1947, Prime Minister Nehru reaffirmed
the resolution: "We (India) have declared
the fate of Kashmir is ultimately to be
decided by the people. We are prepared,
when peace and law and order have
been established, to have a referendum
held under international auspices like the
United Nations".

Neither the Pakistani nor the
Indian forces withdrew from Kashmir
because of mutual distrust. Thus the

plebiscite never occured. Instead, discon-|
tent among Kashmiris grew and, in the
1960s student demonstrations became
widespread. In 1972, Prime Minister iof|
India Indira Gandhi and President of
Pakistan Zulfikar AH Bhutto agreed ita
maintain the established line of control in
Kashmir in the Simla Accord of 2 July.
The Kashmiri people themselves were
not represented at this meeting.

1990 saw the emergence of al
newly inspired revolution on the part of
the Kashmiri people. The revolution,
which was at first peaceful, was
answered by the Indian forces with vio-
lence. In January of that year, 20,000
Kashmiris demonstrated against illegd
searches and arrests. The police shot into
the procession, killing sixty, and injuring
others. Similar instances occured in
March of the same year. Since that initid
incident, the situation has gone from bad
toworse.

KASHMIR TODAY

Kashmiri freedom fighters (dso
caled "militants") have been waging a
guerilla war in which they fire upon
Indian forces who respond by firing back
into the street. Innocent civilians are
often caught in the crossfire. This besc
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structure of warfare has escalated into
mass terrorism by the Indian forces.
India has augmented its regular military
forces with the CRPF (Central Reserve
Police Force), paramilitary forces, Border
Security Forces, and the ITBP (Indo-
Tibetan Border Police). The security
forces, especially the CPRF and the BSF,
have been granted sweeping powers to
use letha force to quell civil unrest. At
the same time, they have been granted
protection from prosecution for virtually

They were held for ten
days. They were tortured
continuously. They were
beaten, and chili powder
and petrol were rubbed
into their eyes and body.

any abuse committed in the performance
of duty (Asa Watch 18). Moreover, the
state government has been suspended
and has been replaced by direct rule
from Dehli with the result that civilians
who have been the victims of human
rights violation have little means of
redress (19). The security forces are
being used by the state (this includes the
centre and the government of Jammu
and Kashmir) as instruments of terror as
part of a deliberate polict to terrorize the
Kashmiri people into submission. It
began with a crackdown on the militants
and is fast becoming a policy of brutal
suppression of the entire Kashmiri peo-
ple. The people of the Valey are now liv-
ing under virtual military rule (CIK 64).
Asia Watch, an international human
rights organization, reports in "Human
Rights Under Seige; Human Rights in
India" the illegal activities of the Indian
forces as well as the Kashmiri fighters;
some militant organizations operating in
Kashmir have repeatedly violated (the
Geneva Convention's ) prohobition
against violence to life and person of
those taking no part in the hostilities.
Kashmiri fighters have assasinated
prominent members of the National
Conference Party, leading members of
the Hindu community and persons sus-
pected of being (Indian ) government
informers" (131). An incident that the

militants are known and condemned for
is the kidnapping of a Kashmiri
Minister's daughter, who they eventually
released unharmed. In some cases,
women have been raped and then killed
after being abducted by rival militant
groups and held as hostages for their
male relatives (PHR 160).

ABUSESBY INDIAN ARMED
FORCES

On a daily basis, civilian homes
are randomly searched by the Army or
the Kashmiri militants. Often, whole vil-
lages are cordoned off and searched. The
Committee for Initiative on Kashmir, an
Indian human rights group that visited
Kashmir in July nineteen-ninety, reports
several such events in their pamphlet,
Kashmir Imprisoned; A Report. One of
five cases follows:

[In ] Kanthabagh...there had been as
operation by the armed forces in April
1990. On the night April 24-25 1990, three
days before Eid [Islamic holiday], the
security forces surrounded the area the
area at eleven-twelve at night. At five
am. the people woke up, and after Sehri
[pre-dawn meal during month of fast-
ing], the men and boys went to the
mosque to offer prayers. They were
rounded up and their hands were tied
behind their backs, everybody was
severely beaten. Their houses were over-
run, their gardens and furniture
smashed, the women were aso pulled
out and beaten. Many were stripped
naked and tied with ropes. Mahbooba
Shah, wife of Abdul Sdlam,a teacher, was
pulled out of her house, stripped naked
in public and beaten on every part of her
body. Even [her] breasts were held out.
Ahmed Sofi, a baker [was] picked up at
random along with fourty nine others.
They were held for ten days. They were
tortured continuously. They were beaten,
and chili powder and petrol were rubbed
into their eyes and body. In the cold, they
were kept naked throughout blind fold-
ed, and their hands tied behind their
backs.They were made to drink urine
when thirsty, and this continued through
the two days of Ramzan [holy month for
fagting] and Eid- when they were made
to suck a man's genitals as well. After ten
days, sixteen of the fifty men held, were
taken [to an interrogation center].The
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others were released. Abdul Ahmed Sifi
told us that in the interrogation centre,
the same treatment was meted out with
five electric shocks per day in addition.
He showed us his hands and feet, till
slightly swollen, with electrical shock
points near the ankles and wrists (63).

Such horrifying acts of terror
arewidespread. Men and young boys are
randomly picked up off the streets and
taken to detention centers. On 25
September, nineteen-ninety, Amnesty
International stated that in the interroga
tion centers, "methods of torture are
reported to  include;  severe
beatings...hanging people upside
down...rolling heavy wooden rollers over
legs...and electric shock". The manner in
which searches and interrogations are
conducted smacks of a planned strategy
to break the morale of the people (CIK
64).

There seems to be a ddiberate
attempt to make women the primary tar-
get of attack by the security forces (64).
Rape is being used as an act of war in an
attempt to humiliate the Kashmiri
women and weaken the freedom strug-
gle. Reports of rape are high, the worst
cases being those of mass rapes in vil-
lages. Women as old as eighty and as
young as nine are victims of this crime.
Even pregnant women are not spared.
The Human Rights Crisis in Kashmir: A
Pattern of Impunity, produced by

Women, men, and children
all participate in
demonstrations and
protest against Indian
occupation.

Physicians for Human Rights, a group
associated with Asia Watch, reports sev-
eral cases of group rapes. After one such
case that is reported to have taken place
on 20 July 1992, the government of India
has only stated, "At the time of the
search operations, conducted by the
army, no complaint of rape was made".
The statement implies that the women
should have complained about the rape
to the very soldiers who raped them (
108). Even hospitals were not exempted
from the raids. Saura Institute, a presti-
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gious hospital of Srinagar, was subjected
to raids and searches at least a half-dozen
times. The security forces smashed med-
ical equipment, gate-crashed into opera-
tion theatres and even harassed the inpa-
tients and the medical and nursing saff
(Hussain 200).

THE POLITICS OF OPPRESSION

The government of Pakistan
believes that Kashmir should be granted
the right of sdlf-determination under the
UN Resolutions which limit Kahsmir's
choice to either Pakistan or India.

The Government of India has
three major arguments for its actions.
Thefirst is that based on the act of acces
sion in 1948, Kashmir is an integral part
of India. Secondly, that because Kashmir
is the only Muslim majority area gov-
erned by India, it attests to the secular-
ism of the Indian nation. Lagt, the gov-
ernment insists that the movement in
Kashmir is not indigenous, but an insur-
gency instigated and fueled by Pakistan.

UN Resolution 48 explicitly
states that the status of Kashmir shall be
decided in a plebiscite. The fact that the
ruler of Kashmir acceded to India does
not override the fact that the people
themselves were not consulted nor grant-
ed their promised plebiscite.

Holding Kashmir by force,
against the wishes of the people, does
not prove that India is a secular nation.
In fact, it aggravates inter-communal
relations.

The freedom struggle in
Kashmir involves all strata of society.
Women, men, and children all partici-
pate in demonstrations against Indian
occupation and funeral processions for
dain "militants’. They are not members
of any rebel group. Their only afiliation
is their common desire for a peaceful,
independent Kashmir. It is quite obvious
that the movement in Kashmir is a popu-
lar one, rooted in 400 years of oppression
which has culminated under the 46 year
old Indian occupation.

In 1990, there was a mass exo-
dus of Kashmiri Pandits (Hindus) from
the Kashmir Valley after the Indian
Governer of Kashmir at the time,
Jagmohan, asked the Pandits to leave
temporarily while he quelled the inde-
pendence movement. Other Pandits left
out of fear of the militants. Jagmohan cre-
ated panic among Pandits by a whisper-
ing campaign that there was going to be
a massive house hunting for militants
and that security forces will have to

shoot down 'offenders.’ Most people
knew that in such a melee it would be
impossible to distinguish between
Pandits and Muslims. The militants
warned people against occupying, tam-
pering with and defiling any non-
Muslim property. The keys of houses of
Kashmiri Pandits are in the safe custody
of their Muslim neighbors to date
(Hussain 232). Before these unfortunate
events, relations between Kashmiri
Pandits and Kashmiri Muslims were
peaceful. Propoganda stating otherwise
is being spread in India in an effort to
label the Kashmiri movement as the
work of "Mudlim fundamentalists” sup-

Propaganda...is being
spread in India in an
effort to label the
Kashmiri movement as
the work of "Muslim fun-
damentalists® supported
by Pakistan. Indian com
munal organizations are
taking full advantage of
the situation.

ported by Pakistan. Indian communal
organizations are taking full advantage
of the situation. They are projecting the
problem in the Valley as one between
'national’ and 'anti-national’ elements -
the Pandits being described as 'national’
and the Muslims as 'anti-national' (CIK

15).

In India, citizens are kept in the
dark about the massive human rights
abuses which are perpetrated by the
Indian military. They are not told that
the movement in Kashmir is a popular,
grass roots struggle for independence,
self-determination, and justice.

Within Kashmir, foreign jour-
nalists have been harassed, threatened,
and even detained. International human
rights groups like Amnesty International
have been restricted from visiting the
Vae.

The past three years have seen
violence and human rights abuses car-
ried out to a shocking degree. In its
attempt to maintain control over
Kashmir, the Indian government has
only exacerbated the situation. The
Valley is virtually under army rule and
the civil administration seems to be help-

less in checking the lawlessness of the
security forces. (CIK 1).

The solution is clear. The
Government of India must finaly admit
that the status of Kashmir is an unsettled
one. Only until the government recog-
nizes the wishes of the Kashmiri people
will a peaceful settlement be within
reach. Thereisno chance that the Indian
government will ever regain the favor or
loyalty of the Kashmiri people. The peo-
ple of Kashmir will continue to pursue a
freedom that they have been denied for|
centures under the oppressive rule of
Mughals, of Afghans, of Sikhs, of Dogras,
and now of the Indian Government. ¢
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