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Iiconomics aside, foreign aid also helps other institutions that are important
Arrrr.rit'ans. Today, as many universities are being forced to slash budgets and
I I'r,'tr,rms, foreign aid funded university research has become an important tool
rrr.rrrrtaining high standards of education at many of our country,€s top universi

lrr New York alone, over $3.3 million in BSF (Binational Science Fund) funding,
nrrother $3 million in BARD (Binational Agricultural Research and Development
) 1ir,rnts, have gone to support New York universities. Since L981, BARD and
rr.st'arch grants for New York universit ies has totaled over $30 mill ion.
llrol;1lly, in 1991 Columbia University and Cornell university received over $10
rrr irr AID funds (Foreigrz Aid at Workin the Empire State 1).

In terms of the environment, foreign aid is also at work. Through prograrns
thr. United Nations Environment Fund and the Global Environment Facility, for-
nitl helps developing countries adopt cleaner energy sources. As a result, the

tion of millions of acres of rain forests has been prevented, helping to clean
.lr nnd protecting a rich array ofpotential cures for diseases.

Whereas help for America's economy, education system and environment
dlrr.ctly contribute to our nation's well-being, so does the help that foreign aid

It's on a global basis. Imagine: a mere 15 cents a year per American is enough
provicle for the cost of humanitarian aid. And yet this minimal investment does

lmnrt'nse amount of good. American aid is largely credited with "fully immuniz-
fl)'i4, of all children in the developing countries, eradicating smallpox worldwide,

y eliminating polio in the Westem hemisphere, tripling primary school enroll-
since 1960, decreasing the average number of children per family from 5.0 in
kr 4.4 in 1985, and saving 20 million people in Africa from starvation in the
" ( ls.srre Brief, 4th ed.)

Finally, U.S. foreign aid helps to build a more stable and democratic world.
,rrrrs like the National Endowment for Democracy teach leaders from Central

n(.r and Eastern Europe how to build democratic govemments. Development
r.t orromic assistance help these nations prevent economic collapse, which would

rrrirre their efforts toward democracy. The security assistance component of
r .rirl strengthens these fledgling democracies and provides them with the
to tlefend themselves. With the continuation of American aid, and as democ-

|y r'ontinues to take hold in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, and other

Itrr ,rrorrnd the globe, it is clear that global security will increase and American

! 'urrtv costs wil l  decrease.
l:oreign aid is often misrepresented and misunderstood, but when one

,r r'loser look at the benefits it provides, it becomes clear that we gain much
tlr.rrr what we put in. Overall, foreign aid is America's top insurance plan for

frrrrr, l rrrg for the future of our nation as well  as the international community.

$rtor,l,' ol Congress, most Americans recognize the merits of foreign aid. As a body

fh t,.,1 I'y the American people, Congress must listen to what the people have to say.

frtl rr.lr,'n 72o/o of Americans favor at least some form of foreign assistance, their
}1rt r.', nrrrst be counted and heard.
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l 'hc Cort t i r tu ing l ter lcvance

Neustad t! s P re s idential
of Richard
Power

By Chris Glaros

| ,ltn t)s r(uielos the nnin tlrcsis of Richard Neustadt's influential work, Presidential
, ,t n,l I t)n.ltulcs tlnt it is still rele",tent today. He then uses Neustadt's ideas to critique
. |  |  |  |  |  t t l  : ;  l r tsi , lcttcV.

l lr i r ty ' f ive years after i ts publ icat ion, academics and pol icy makers al ike
lr, ' l , l  l i ic lrard Neustadt 's Presidential Power in high esteem. It  is appropriate,

, \ , \ r ' r .  t ( ) r x a m i n e t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e p o s t - c o l d

r  l , r ' . . r ( l ( 'ncy .  Is thed iscuss ionof  powers takes , reputa t ion ,andpres ident ia lper -
,r, 'r r ',lrll re levant and useful in todav's oolitical climate? One must conclude, that
'. r, 't l)('rfect, much of Neustadt's analysis continues to assist in gauging presi-

r t r . r l  , r ( (css .  Todemonst ra te thecontemporaryva lueofNeustad t ' s theor ies , th is
.rr .l,.rll t'ratnine the efficacy of President Clinton's first three years in these terms.

llt.lore assessing the particulars of Clinton's political situation, it is neces-

\ t, ' l,' r('flv recall Neustadt's theories and define a few key terms that will be used
,r r;. lrr rr rt. Presidential Power is a study not of the presidency's formal institutional
, ' r  . .  l , rr t  rather the personal powers of the Chief Executive. Simply stated,

rr .r , l .rr t i .r l  power is the power to persuade" (Neustadt 11). He argues that the
r .r, l ,  r l 's abi l i ty to persuade is of greater consequence than his consti tut ional or

l l rr ,rr, ,r \  l )()wers. This inf luence is examined as i t  relates to those with whom he

1e,.,  t  . l r ,rr t 'power. Effect ive governmental power, then, is the abi l i ty to affect the
I r. ,, 'r ol those constructing and implementing public policy.

I lre president's personal influence depends, to a large extent, on his "bar-

,, i  ,r( lvirntages." By this, Neustadt means that a president benefi ts from the
,r rtr  ,rnrl  status of his posit ion. These benefi ts, or vantage points, can be used to

,, , ,  ,  those who depend for one reason or another on the president 's authority.
' , i {,ut that the White House controls the largest array of vantage points in gov-
, 1 \eustadt relates a President 's part icular chal lenge: "The essence of a
l,  rr \  persuasive task is to convince st ich men that what the White House

, r  lhem is  what  they  ought  to  do  fo r  the i r  sake and on  the i r  au thor i ty "
,  l l  30) .  Fundamenta l l y ,  persuas ion  invo lves  se l f - in te res t .  The Pres ident
'  L,rtronships of mutual dependence and, therefore, can bargain and engage in
'  r  r ,  l  take to persuade.

\nother factor affect ing presidential inf luence is that of his "reputation"

, , ' \pectat ions" that others have of him. His reputation is basical ly the col iec-
, rrt'nts of others towards him. For the most part, it is c-lefined by those who
t, '  the "Washington community." This community consists of men and

' rr Iro share in goveming and whose work necessitates a ckrse watching of the
' r r I It includes administrators, members of Congress, the military, Governors,
I . p.rrty officials, newsmen, foreign officials, etc. These people must believe


