


l f r r i vc rs i t y  l ' cdc ra l  S tudcn t  A id
1993 -4Plan, after January 7, 1996, students would begin paying back their loans only

after they wore their cap and gown. The House plan also would raise the
PLUS loans 75 percent by increasing the maximum rate from 9 to 11 percent.
change would affect 340,000 borrowers and could increase parents' total paymen
as much as $5000. The bill would also cap annual PLUS loan borrowing at 915,0(t- 

Another phase of the plary to be implemented in the future, contains
that would seriously affect over half a million graduate students by i
copJ of loans from 13 to 50 percent. An average student who completes a
master's program would owe an additional 92,250 without interest exemption
total of $19,250, which would increase their monthly payments by $22. Ph.D.
dents would take an enormous hit - eight years of schooling without interest
tion would add $30,915 to their loan for a total of 996,416. This would represent
percent increase and raise monthly payments from $793 to g7,767.

Students were not only cut from aid, but colleges and universities were
targeted. In the Senate a .85-percent tax was proposed on an instifution's total
dent federal student loan volume, which if implemented would cost Col
University $714,000 a year. The Senate also proposed to completely eliminate
lending as of fune 30,1996, which would force all colleges and universities to
to bank based student loans. The Department of Education also did not
cuts - the entire department may possibly close in seven years.

"It 's an issue of accessibil i ty to higher education," said Sarah
Representative for Govemment Affairs for Columbia College Sfudent Council.
continued, "Without it, the nature of this university will change. You will see
this campus will be a campus of the affluent. You have a nation shooting itself
foot when they cut education. Without an educated populace, you're not
vourself as a countrv."

The potential cuts may affect the makeup of college student bodies
wide. Thomas Mortenson, publisher of the journal Postsecondary Ed
Opportunity, says in the October 13, 1995 issue of The Chronicle of Higher Ed
that in '1,979 

affluent high school students were four times as likely to go to
than poor ones. In 1993, the U.S. Census Bureau reports wealthy high school
dents were 13 times as likely to go to college than poorest. Despite statistics
these, the cuts in-student aid still directly hurt students from lower income fa
Pell Grants, a type of financial aid given to students that requires no return
were also targeted for $481 million in cuts. The new plan would close out Pell
to students whose parents eam $25,000 or more and totally cut out 285,000
who are annually awarded $400 dollar Pell Grants by introducing a minimum
amount.

"It's not just about people on financial aid, but it has something to do
every student," said Katz. "We know it would disappropriately affect the mi
student body population because of the unfortunate way race and class are
ed. It would make it impossible for students who are totally supported on
aid to attend a university like Columbia."

Katz and other student government leaders have planned several str
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a (,rnrltus to protest the cuts. This fall approximately 1,000 grouPs
snt (lut try Columbia University students to protest the student

rl sr.rrl tlrree cards - one to each of their two Senators and one to

Votr.r rt,gistration activities, a lobby trip to protest New York

f ir l  ,r  1' l .rrr with other camPus grouPs to invite speakers to the

wr.rt' oilrt'r approaches that the students created to express their

l t ,rrrr r ,rn, l , trn people, people are extremely reactive," said Katz.

frn.l rlr.t,rt lrt'tl from the whole government process. They feel they

f r  . r  . ' r r r l i l , '  l x ' rs ( )n .We're (CCSC) just trying to give them anything
People seem very receptive to help in any wayr l l ' . t l , t  l ) ( ) s tC i t r d

f lu. lr .rr lr .  ,rr lrrr irr istrators at Columbia have also been actively lobby-

?torrr lr 'nl  .rnt l  provost have been very active," said El len Smith,

l(r, l ,r l rnrrs ,rt  ( 'olumbia University. "They've both made several

nrr, l  I  vr '  ,r lso ir t 'en working with other universit ies to protest the

r , r  r  Jnr l )us '  r t .a r ' t i ( ) t r  rc f l t ' c ts  i r  na t iona l  m( )vement  t ( )  s t t lp  the
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et l t rca t iona l  cu ts .  I r ron t  the  or ig ina l  I ludget  Reso lu t ion  p lans  t9  t6 t , r . r r r re r r t  s t . r
Congress, student financial aid has gained widespread support on and off C
Hill after a strong public outcry. Currently student loans seem to have gained
of its original financial status, but several students, such as graduates, still face
cuts. The final student aid package will not be finalizeJ until president Cl
either signs or vetoes the final bill presented after both the Senate and House r

The American voting population seems firm-footed in their stance

.cile their current bills. "Things definitely look better than they did, said Smith.
the biggest problem remains with a general attitude toward graduate students.,,

s Mr)\ 'c lowiu'cls Democracv
I t  N l , t h . r r r r t r r , r , l

l he  l l u , ' ,  ' t l t t  u t . . l t l n l t t t t t t  i r t : ; l t l l t d  b t1  Aqa to l l ah  Khon te i n i

l a r v l r r f r , ' r r  l r ,  l l t t  r r r t l t l t t l t o t t s  i t r L l  po l i c i c s  t l u t t  u r r en t l y  ex i s t ,

t  l l  a .  th, t l  : r ' t l l r  1t t11,111x111" r r t  l r t l i i  t t ,g ot ' t ' r ,  c le nrcr t tS Of dentOCraCy

{ l  r v , l l r r

h rn ,  l l , l \  l r r ' r . n  ( ' \ l ) ( ' r ' i { ' r r r ' i r r g  t l t ,m t r c ra t i c  and  coun te r -

Inlcr l l , l l '  ol  l l rr ,sc t t 'nr l t ' rrr ' ies has brought about the evolu-
l i r l  l rrr lr trr lrons ol t l r t '  country. The Islamic revolut ion of

r l l r ,  \r ,r ,nls to l t ,rvt '  blazecl a trai l  for both pragmatists

l&r, lr l r .rr lr lvrrr l i  i tst ' l l  with Ayakrl lah Ruhollah Khomeini is
hltr l  l rrrr.r ' r ,  r t .1' ,art l  therlselves as the revolut ions authen-

(onlr l lh., l  l r ,rn f  or the e;rr l ier post-revolut ion period, and
I  n r r  , r r r t l ro l r t , r r ia r r  bent  in  the  po l i t i ca l  sys tem.  But

J| l l  trralt , .r ,r l th,oPPosit ion to what Khomeini considered as

d lh, Wr,.t rlrtl not protluce the intended results, the other

har Prr.r ' ,rr l , . , l :  i ts l t ,ader, t lashemi-Rafsanjani has emerged as
loun l r \ '  ( , r l l c r  Khomein i ' s  death  in  1989) ,  and has  se t  in

l l talc.Ntr.\  l { ,r ls.rrr jarr i 's l ine of reasoning has been that Iran
rorr lr l  rrol ,r l l i rr t l  to wage ceaseless ideological and other

|tU l l rr  Wcrt r\ l t t ' r  the Iran-lraq war as well  as certain revolu-

i  rbvr. l , ' l ' rrr1' ,  t l r t '  P11[r l ic sector had almost exhausted the coun-
te r l ru r  lu r rn l i  , r r r r l  re f la t ion  is  needed and is  poss ib le  on ly

of nr,rrrnrrrnr (.r1r '()r, l l ' ; lgelnent to the private sector.
Fl l l  rcr ' l  l l  r  ottrp, lrg the theocratic inst i tut ions instal led by
lf trrrrr. , l r .r tr . l r '  ,r l tr ,r '  thr '  Irarnian Revolut ion to the (more democrat-

l fr tr ; ' t  l r ,  1'1, '1 , ' ;  rrrstrtr .r trons and pol icies that currently exist,  after
dre l l r  l t  r r t l l  ' , r ' , ' k  to  sh lw tha t  w i th  p ragmat ism e lements  o f

I r r l r  l l r r '  l r , r r r r , r r r  po l i t i ca l  sys tem.  Today I ran  wh i le  no t  a  per -
l l r l  l , '  l l rr .  r , l , . ,r l  , ' l  t l t 'ntocracv than i t  has ever been since the rev-

frrr r lr .rrr.r  r , l (  \ '  i r)  otrr analysis in this paper we shal l  use the
r l r . r  r . l , ' 1 ' r . r l  l l r r r , r l p ' 11  r l i s cuss ions  i n  c l ass :  t he  pa rame te r  o f  i nd i -

i { tn , ' t  . r , , , ' r r r r t , r l , r l i t v  t r f  t l - re  leaders  to  the  pub l ic ;  the  concepts  o f
l . ' .1  l , "nr  l l r r .  I ' r r r t '1111111'nt ,  and being protected f rom fe l low c i t i -

l f  r r ' . l r r  r , l r r , r l  , r r r r i  gnrup  par t i c ipa t ion ,  debate  and oppos i t ion  in
.rr, l  l l r ' '  1,r, , \  r . ,r{)n ol cqual opportunity and economiC equitabi l i -

i t t  l r r , , r  r  I  r r r r  Kr roMr , rNrsM:  THE HARD-LINE RULES:

. r , f i i l i l r .  i l l r ( l r , t  Kl t ( )nte in i  was more concerned than anything

) f l*. l . .gr .rn, l  ,r . ,  strr 'h, hari  an authoritarian (non-democratic) bent.

serve student financial aid. According to a national public opinion survey of
tered voters conducted by KRC Research and Consulting with a 3 percent mar
error, nearly three-quarters believe that making it possible for stuJents to go I
lege should not be sacrificed in the name of deficit reduction. 6g percent su
maintaining federal funding for student aid programs even if it prolongs
rcduction efforts. Finally, nearly seven in to said their member of Congress.
on student aid would affect their vote in the next election. These opinions have
at the heart of an opposition that has stopped the slashing tide against student I
cial aid. Groups such as the National Association of Independent Colleg,
Universities (NAICU) have sponsored a save student Aid Hotline phone n
that connects students directly with their congressional offices. rne NaIcu
10,000 constituents called the members of congress that helped protect the i
exemption on loans for undergraduate students, Federar work 

-study, 
and

grant programs from any cuts. "It's been the public outcry that's changed this
ment to cutting student aid, said Smith.,'
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