


re t l cy .  M i rv ro t l i  has  begt r r r  to  Pay  [ r .111,  r lePos i to rs ,  l r r r t  o r r l y  t l  t l t r '1 '  1 '1 , ' , l y i l  t (1  \ ' ( ) t t ' l ( t r

his party in the elect ion. Many of these investors admittccl,  "w('  rvl l l  t ' r l t ( ' r ' t ' \ ' t ' t r  ,r  l ' lh '

cist party, i f  only they would return our money" (MN, U/4-10 .2). Mavrori i  is urrclt ' r

criminal investigation. Some small parties have been formed specifically to combitt

such investment scandals. Other special interest blocs include various youth groups,

the "EcologistParty," and the "Party of Beer Lovers." These groups are not exPected

to win an)a seats, but may incorporate themselves into larger blocs or lobby in thc

Duma afterthe elections are over.
That sums uP the maior factions in the race. One consistency in the hiskrry

of Russia is. that the country is unpredictable. Almost anything could happen

between the publication of this article and the actual election. Next, a more gene

evaluation of the political climate will be made so as to evaluate Russia's chance

democracy.

DEltocnenc Eve,rulnonr

A number of factors make the transition between dictatorship or oligarc
to democracy a difficult one. Not only do high officials hesitate to cede their power,

but the voters and the potential candidates are unprepared to face the responsibiliti

of a democracy. At the same time Russians are leaming how to manage a free mt

ket, they must face an onslaught of ideological freedoms. In politics this means fra

ing parties with platforms and corresponding policies, not just charismatic lea
Lastly, Russia must begin to build a civic sector (CMN, 8/lI-17 .2) to support d
cratic government.

In post-Soviet Russia, the president remains more powerful than any PoP
larly elected body. Yeltsin's ability to put down the coup in 1991 proved that.
president's cabinet and appointed officials are firmly controlled by him. The nc

nations for the seats of the Federation Council (the upper-house of Parliament)

also controlled by Yeltsin. Since the Federation Council must sign the Duma's

latiory the ability of the Duma to make law is limited. In addition, the army

have supported the president time and time again, as Yeltsin makes sure they recei

pensions during retirement. In general, Russians fear Yeltsin. The Soviet era was

period of constant paranoia, and even now, few people have learned to trust the go'

ernment. Neither Yeltsin's team nor the Duma have proved themselves

in all instances.
The Russian voters, however, are not likely to trust any leader in the

future and this poses a problem to democratic Sovernment. Sometimes people

to choose between the incumbent, a known criminal, and a candidate whose crimi

activities are completely unknown. Yeltsin has compensated democracy in the

of order on numerous occasions; the examples of the Chechnyan revolt and the 1

coup have already been given. Yet, in the 1993 referendum, 58.7 percent of

supported Yeltsin personally and 53 percent supported his socio-economic Progr
(CSCE 1). Russia's general consensus has been that short-term democracy can be
rificed for a more desirable long-term goal. The pertinent question becomes

the division of present and future lies. World democrats hope that Russian

will present a mandate to answer this question. If they do, the government can

stop the people. Even Yeltsin could not put down a massive PoPular uPrisi

whether it was on the ballot or on the street. He does not have the power at
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I ' o i t t t .  l i t r t ,  , rs  l ' ( , l l \  s r rgg t ' s t ,  the  chance o f  a  mandate  in  1995 is  un l i ke ly .  There  are
t()() nr. lny p.rrtres ancl too few responsible platforms.

The idea of responsibility is important to democracy. Citizens need to vote,
r oters need to stay informed, and politicians need to be held responsible for their
l)latforms. while this situation is ideal, the general concepts must be preserved in a
,lcmocracy. The United states is still struggling with making demociacy work, but
rrrternational politics are relative to each other. Russia has a long way to go relative
r, r the United states. Right now, there is an abundance of charismatic, popular lead-
'  ls in the pol i t ical r ing. Some candidates are art ist ic celebri t ies such as poets and
novie directors. In the polls, Russians tend to choose for a leader over a pirty, since

,rulliql9 farties are a post-soviet concept. slowly, as politics are professionalized
\1N, 9/15-21 3) and parties align to form true competition, democraiy wiil emerge.

on the other hand, in order for the Russian people to suitain a form of
icmocracy, they must break a long-standing tradition: the country's lack of a coop-

,'iative civil sector (MN,8/11-17 2). In all its years of worker solidarity, Russia his
.ever had a strong network of community organizations which were ieparate from
llre government. These organizations could become important lobbying agents in
riovernment, as well as groups who could address day-to-day problems with expedi-
''rrcy. The Presence of a civil organizations wouid allow the gbvemment to function
' ' utside of a state of emergency. Only then could steadfast democratic structures be
l,ui l t  in the Russia.

CoNcrusror.r

what Russia needs is a balance of power; not just within the Duma through
l)roportional representation, but between the parliament and the president, between
the govemment and the people, and between socialism and democracy. The political
'vstem must develop intricate power relationships between parties starting with dif-
t.rentiable platforms. If these conditions ever come about, they will do io slowly.
l:.rir elections would be a step in the right direction. whether or not the Duma elec-
tions in December will be fair is difficult to say. The answer to this should be more
,rbvious after the fact. Alongside fair elect ions must r ide the responsibi l i ty of
Iiussian citizens, both in relation to government and in civic organizations. The
liussian Federation is unlikely to fall back to a Communist monopoly; young people
lr.rve tasted too many freedoms which were once unknown to tliem. This does not
liuarantee, however, that Russia will become a democracy. only a strong commit-
rrrent by the Russian people will bring democracy to Russia.
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Ite:surgeltce ol thc Veil in the Middle E,ast.
By A l ison  H i l l s

llills uiews the "reaioal of the aeil" as a moae towards aduancement rather than a
l"u l,unrtl touards outdated traditionalism anil male ilominance.

Throughout the Middle East, particularly in Egypt, young women are don-
vcils in increasing numbers. Ostensibly, in the eyes of many Westerners, the

t' lrcrceived as a symbol of religious dictate and female subordination to men.
.\'r'r, as the current trends in Egyptian Islamic dress reveal, the revival of the

ovt'r the last three decades is actually a phenomenon in Egyptian society which
r,rt t,s elements far more complex than those perceived by outsiders.

This phenomenon, which reflects both religious and economic factors, sym-
rr,s the changing att i tudes and roles of women in contemporary Egypt.
Ioxically, these women are the granddaughters of the same Eglptian women

r t ,rst off their veils in the 1920's and 30's as an expression of freedom against the
.s of colonial rule and male dominance. Moreover, Egyptian women have long
.rt the forefront of feminism in the Arab world, especially as Eg1ryt has been one

lhr, more tolerant societies in the Middle East. Therefore, this paradox this country
rw host to, a massive resurgence of veiling, has to be explained.

This new trend in the retum to the veil first appeared among university stu-
s in the cities of Egypt, such as Cairo, Alexandria and Assiut. Women who wear

vt'il are known as "mutahagibat," although the term, in English, also applies to
rt'n who do not actually wear a veil itself, but other varieties of headgear and

r,rings for the face which conceal a woman in varying degrees. The garments
'r,originally intended to conform to the Islamic requirement that dress be modest.

Hence, it is interesting to note the parallel convergence of this trend with the
trf Islamism, which began to take hold in Egypt in 7957 - the year that Eg1ryt was
,rted by Israel. As Islamic groups developed a stronger influence beginning in
70's and have continued to grow ever since, their most conspicuous symbol has
r Islamic dress. "Islamic" dress, or "al-ziyy al islami,"is a style of clothing

rvcd from the past and generally entails robes that are loose-fitting, long-sleeved,
-length, and conceal the contours of the body (both male and female) (Ahmed

This new "Islamist" trend is most prevalent among the youth as well as
rrr' with high educational achievements. These women attending universities

r work in fields such as medicine, engineering, military sciences, and pharma-
rcs, and they are members of either the emerging middle or traditional classes.
v often come from a rural background of families who have recently migrated
' the cities. A study executed at Cairo University (based on responses from 200
rrrr:n) reported that there is a direct correlation between veiling and a lower level
r',lucation in both parents. Typically, then, women affiliated with the Islamic
n,l of veiling are educated professionals who are upwardly mobile (or at least see

llr,.rrrselves as such) and are encountering a cosmopolitan life for the first-time.
fr"l,,rbly the first members of their families to emerge into a sexually integrated
l,'r ld, these women are thrust into thematerialism, consumerism, and foreign influ-


