


c ( )u r se  i s  t augh t  t h rough  t he  Soc ra t i c  n t c t h t t c l  l ) r o l t ' s so t s  ( ' t \ l i ' l l l r '  t l t t '  s t t t t l t ' t t t r

questions, rather than simply lecturing. UM requircs an at ldit iorr. t l  cottrst '  t ' t r t i l
, ,Elements: The Theory and Craft of American Law," which is taught by I ' r t t fe!

stotzky. The Bulletin describes this course as one which "explores two overri

questions: the role the law plays in society and the way actors oPeratinS in the

gram in legal fesearch and writing. In this class, students work in grouPs of fout

iive with an instructor to leam how "to perform effective research, state facts, forfi

late legal issues, and present reasoned soned nts integrating fact and law," accord

to the Bulletin. Students also focus on improving their writing skills, which is

siructure perceive their insiituiional function within the broader society." Prof

stotzky emphasizes the fact that students engage with texts that are not just

books. ,,They are able to gain skills through a more theoretical perspective," sk

Economics. These joint degree programs offer students the opportunity to cot

ment their academic pursuits and broaden their professional abilities. The

said. Another innovative dimension to the first year curriculum is an intensive

invaluable skill for success in law school and in the legal profession. Hift desc

the Legal Reseiarch and Writing tutorial as "the most valuable class you can take."

In addition to these required courses, students may choose from a w

variety of electives as they progress through the semesters. First-year electi

include Administrative Law, Analysis of Evidence, Environmental Law, Labor L

Legal Accounting, Legislation and substantive Criminal Law. Upper level ele

include Family Law, Taxation, Patent Law, Race and Sexuality, Public Interest

sports Law, Latin American Law and Legal Ethics among many others. Stur

aiso have the option to take a one semester course in Litigation Skills and then

ceed to a ClinaiPlacement with one of apProximately 25 legal agencies in Dade

Broward counties. The Clinical Placement also awards academic credit'

UM also offers several joint degree ProBrams. Students have the option

receive a law degree with a master's degree in Business Administration, P

Policy studies, Science and Natural Resources, Arts in Law, World Politics, Russit

East'European studies, Modern Middle East, North African studies, or a PhD

School also offers the degree of Master of Laws (LL.M.), which involves an

program of individual research and specialization. LL.M. Programs in cot

iaw, inter-American law, international law, ocean and coastal law, real

development, estate planning, and taxation are available.

In addition to coursework, the Law School tries to instill a sense of

bility and ethics into its students. During the first-years' orientation, the c

Planning office stages vignettes of difficult situations ihat often face law

StudentJwatch the siene and are then asked to think about how they would

in a similar situation. "Lawyers and judges from the community come in to d

how they would have handled the situation in the vignette. we try to carry

themes tirroughout the students' entire time at the Law School,"said Goodnight.
UM also offers its students a wide variety of extracurricular

Scholarly publications include the University of Miami Law Review, Inter-Americi

Entertainment and Sports Law Reviews, Business Law Journal and the Yearbook

Intemational Law. In addition, an official student newsPaPer, yearbook and

newsletter are produced. Student organizations reflect the diversity of the

body: American Bar Association/Law Student Division, Asian/Pacific Ameri

Law students, Association of Caribbean Law students, Association of Trial

76 UBI-vIPIUS Spring 1996 Law School Reviews 77

" l  A t t rc r i ca ,  l l l , r rL  l . , t t v  S tLr t l t ' n ts  Assoc i i t t ion ,  Car r lozo  l ,ega l  Soc ie ty ,  ( , t tho l i t ' l , . rw

"tt t t letrts 
Associ,rt tott ,  Ir t lui ty I ' layhouse, Hispanic Law Studerrt Associ ir t ion are only

.r s,rrnpl ing of the wicie variety of organizations present on the UM campus.
Students do not spend all of their time studying, though. Despite the fact

llr.rt UM has only begun to house first-year students on campus within the last year,

"ttrdents definitely make time to socialize. "Every other Thursday we have 'Kegs on
thc slab,'which is an event that takes place in the campus quad. There's soda, beer,
l.od. 1r'r a real break," said Hift. "The slab Mixers really make for a nice communi-
Ir'," said Myron Mendelowitz, a second year studentwho graduated from Boston
t l.iversity. "once I saw the kegs I knew that I could get through my first year in
l,rw school." students also frequent Miami's bars, nearby beaches and the recently
rt'vived South Beach and Art Deco District. UM also plans to finish building of the
( ,e()rge A. Smathers Wellness Center, "a state-of-the-art recreation and athletic facili-
Ir'," (Law School Bulletin) this fall. "It seems like it's in the style of the university of
lrl.rida - it's a really big facility," said Mendelowitz. Mendelowltz, who hails from
)Jew England, added that the southem climate is certainly a plus and may draw him
t. slny in Miami after graduation. "The lifestyle is nice. It's great to come home
lr.m class and have the sun out. I can ride my bike or play basketball anytime," said
14endelowitz.

On-campus housing consists of two apartment buildings containing fur-
rrished three-bedroom apartments. The buildings are "a short walk or shuttle bus
rrde from the Law School." The building facilities include local phone service, utili-
ties and access to a 2O-channel cable television system. The rooming fee is g4,824.
Many students live off campus, though. "There are millions of apartments nearby
that are very convenient. I live in an apartment complex that's known as 'Melrose

I'lace'because" we're all students," said Hift.
The city of Miami's reputation for diversity is reflected in the types of stu-

tients who enroll at the Law school. "The student body is one of the most diverse
,rround. We are 30% minority:.  12% Black, L3-14% Hispanic," Goodnight said.
According to the Law school Bulletin, approximately 44% of the students are women
,rnd nearly 44oh are from outside of Florida. Mendelowitz said that UM's ethnic
diversity may have been a big change for students who attended more homogeneous
c.lleges. Nevertheless, he feels a great sense of community on campus. ,,There,s a
Pretty friendly atmosphere. It's the people who really help you get through law
'chool," he said. The atmosphere is particularly important given the level of inde-
l)endence and responsibility with which graduate students often characterize as bur-
,lensome. "They don't hold your hand here. You have to be alert and self-directed
to know what's going on," Mendelowitz said.

Another major concern for law students is the likelihood of finding a job
.r fter graduation. The Career Planning Center offers a variety of services to help stu-
,ients with this endeavor. In addition to offering individual counseling sessions, and
fesume and cover-letter information sessions, the Center provides an On-Campus
lrrterviewing Program(oCl) and Firm Night. "The job market is really flooded. oCI
,rllows big firms to come in and interview students as we're looking for jobs," said
I lift. Firm Night "presents a unique opportunity for first-year students to meet attor-
neys at receptions hosted by major south Florida law firms." Hift said she is opt!
rnistic about the job prospects for uM graduates. "UM has a very good percentage of
lreople who within a year are able to find jobs," she said. The typical starting salaries



with worthy colleagues, comparatively manageable tuition, and great weather at

primary chiracteristics. "The school's only getting better," said Mendelowitz'

fo r  1993 graduates  ranged f rom $11t ,000-76,000.  
' lh is  

r , r r rg t ' r t l ) t t ' : ' ( ' n ts  t l t t ' v , t r

f ields graduates choose to Pursue, from public interest to corporatc l i t igation

Many students worry about their financial situation during law schtxrl,

well. UM tuition for the 7995-96 academic year is $19,540. Books and supplies

approximated to cost an additional $1200. About 73'/' of UM students receive

roit of financial aid. The school offers a large number of scholarships and

Average awqrds total $21,000, with the maximum at $30,000. These figures i

school loans dnd work contracts.
On the whole, students studying at UM are enjoying their experience'

and Mendeloryitz found it difficult to delineate major grievances with their s

J
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fNCAT 6.0 points

tSAT 7.5 points

GMAT 72 points

GRE 21 4 points

I t ' s  s i r r . r p l e ,  r e a l l y -  B e y o r - r d : r l l  t l r e
l r y l r c .  t l r c  v : r l t r c  o l  i r  l ) r . c l )  c , r u r  s c
c ( ) i l l c s  c l ( ' w l t  t ( )  t l t c  l r r r r t r t U t t  i t
I ' a r s c s  y ( ) u r -  s c ( ) r ' c . ' l ' l r e s r :  a r c
' l ' l - l  

I i  l > l l l  NC l t ' t 'ON  R IJV  r  t iW ' s
i r vc r - i r gc  sc ( ) t - c  i  t r t l ) r ove t t t c l t t s ,

v c r  i l ' i c r l  l r y  i r  L l i g  S i x  l r c c o r r n t i r r g

l - i r r r r .  A s k  t l ) e  o t h c r  g r r y s  i r b o t r t
t l r c i  l '  s co r - c  i  l r l l ) r ovc r r l c l t t s .
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