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New York University Law School G\rYq consistently ranks among
five law schools in the nation, and as such, admission into this esteemed
an especially rigorous process. According to Dean of Admission Nan MacN
last year NYU Law School accepted fewer than one in seven students from a
more than 5,000 students, which is a selectivity rate of less than fourteen
The decision to admit a student is based on the relative value of the stu
extracurricular activities, grade point average, Law School Admissions Test
score, reco'irtmendations, and personality. MacNamara explained that a
might be weak in one area but still have an interesting background that would
the student body. Ultimately, MacNamara suggested that the admission deci
subjective one. According to MacNamara, the admissions officers narrow
applicant pool into several subdivisions: "first [we divide the people] into a
that could we think do the work here, which is usually most of the applicante,
then we narrow it down to who we think can do very well here, but the most
tant thing we look for is people who can contribute a great deal to our school,
said. As for LSAT scores, MacNamara asserted that, "LSAT scores usually
our impressions from the rest of the transcript."

Columbia students fare rather well among students of other top
uate schools in terms of acceptance to NYU Law School, and last year Columbia
an equal number of matriculated students at NYU Law School as the Uni
Michigan, Dartmouth, and Princeton. MacNamara raised the issue of inflated
in assessing the value of one undergraduate institution over another. Grade
averages are meaningless in comparing two sfudents from different schools; she
a students ranking in his or her grade, on the other hand, is an important ind
On Colurnbia's grade inflation, MacNamara said, "Columbia's [grades] are a
inflated, but not dramatically," in contrast with the infamous grade infla

Stanford Universify. MacNamara also said that admission officers judge a
background by how rigorous the applicant's undergraduate education was,
what variety of courses the student pursued. In that respect, MacNamara said
"Columbia has a nice distribution reQuirement, so we're confident that the [stu
have taken a variety of classes." Indeed, the Core Curriculum exposes Columbia
dents to a variety of challenging courses that do not go unnoticed by the admi
office at NYU Law School.

Another factor in the admissions process is affirmative action. MacN
asserted that, "diversity is an important part of our decisiorg so in that respect
mative action is important - we're called the 'gatekeepers of the profession', so
have a certain responsibility." She voiced a concern among law schools that the
fession ought not continue to allow certain groups to be under-represented in
profession, as compared to their absolute representation in the general pop

On the students' end of the decision-making process, financial aid also
an important role for the applicants, especially after the heavy loans many s

72 uFJ,vtmUS Spring 1996

I  r \ r ' , l l t t ' , t ( l y l l l J ( L , t ( r \ r r p l ) { r t l t l r r , r r  r r r r t l t ' r . g r i t j t r . r t e e t l t r t . . t t i t r r t .  I I t , l a w s t . l r p t r l t l p t . s
r r r r l ' 11 '111. ' , t1  t r t 'e t l - l ras t ' t l  l t t r , t r r r ' i . r l , r i t l ,  l ru t ,  " I the  law s tuc len ts ]  bor row nr1r re  t f tan  t6 r ,y
"1 , ,1  l . r , r r r  un t le rgra t l r . r t t ,e t luca t ion , "  accord ing  to  MacNamara .  she  addec l  tha i ,

rr r '  l i ivt '  benefi ts to those that go into the lower paying f ields, such as public service;
t. .  l )( ' rcent of the class that 's going into publ ic interest are on ful l  scholarships.,,
I r,'rr tlr.ugh tuition and fees can seem overwhelming $24,175 plus an estimated liv-
frrli t'xpen5s of 912,655 for the L99s-1996 school year), students have no problem
lr'1'.rving their debts, since the average starting salary is $g3,000.

One of NYU Law School's strengths is its placement office, which secures its
llr,l..ts jobs after graduation. Among graduates of the 1995 class, ninety percent

' t  t l rcir  f i rst choice of employment and eight percent got their secondihoic".
,r( Namara cited the placement office as being highly organized, and described the

l*ltrires fo_y1 rears plus a summer workshop, and is run in conjunction with the
h'.odrow wilson school of public Affairs at Frinceton University;ihe ].D. Master of
t rlr.rn pluruling; the J.D.,/Master of Arts in specializations ranging from French
Strrd ies to phi losophy to socio log)r ;  the J.D. /Master  of  socia l  *ork,  and the
| | ) / LL.M (Master of Laws) in taxation. students can also earn an M.C.J. (Master of
( ,'rrrpu.u,in" Jurisprudence), which studies the system of Anglo-American common
l.*r' relative to other civil law systems. Nyu Law school also offers the most
r, I r'a nced degree awarded in American legal educatioru the I.s.D. (Doctor of Juridical\ rlnce), which first requires completion of the LL.M program of study.

Undoubtedly NYU's academic and career programs are complemented by
N,'r' York City's boundless opportunities. MacNamara claimed that, ,,The school
rr',r's the city in an intelligent way," by taking advantage of the local firms and practi-
Ir,'111'1'5 in the area. It is no coincidence that seventy-three percent of NyU Law'* lrool graduates chose to work in New york, since the school so effectively capital-
r,f , \ ()n the opportunities inherent in any major city such as New york. Furihe.-or",
\ l ' rr 'Namara asserted that NYU Law school manages to maintain a community
,L "1ri[g the tendency of New York residents to be independent-minded. ,,The faculty
t, rrtl to live in the square [Washington Square], so *e hurre the best of both worlds,;,
rl" sirid. Another advantage of being in New York is the international presence felt
,'. i ,urrpus. For instance, the japanese ambassador to the united Nationi always lec-
l,rr.s dt NYU Law school in the fall. Much like Columbia, Nyu Law school benefits
..r( )r'mously from the city in which it resides.

Though NYU Law school has such a competitive edge in the field of law,
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t h e  a t r n g s p h c r e  . l r n ( ) n l l  t h e  s t u c l e r r t s  i s  a n y t l t t r r g  b t t t  t o t t t p t ' t t l t r r '  r \ , , o r r l t t l l i  t o  I

yea r  l aw  s tuden t  and  P r i nce ton  a l umnus  I ' au l  Mc l ) t t n , t l t l ,  " t l r t ' r t " s  l t ( )  r n t l k i l l g  l l ( '

so i t 's  la id back -  people won' t  tear cases ()ut  of  the l ib lary Lr txrks,  Lr t ' t 'a t ts t ' i t 's . r  t ' t

support ive atmosphere among the students." The competit ion is further rct ir

because students don't take their lawyering class for a grade. Sharon Lillis, a sect

year law student and graduate of Cornell University, agreed that the atmosPhcrt'

supportive lather than competitive. "Getting into [NYU Law school] is compe

tive," she saial, "But once you're here people are good about sharing."
Despite the enormous course load required to graduate from a top-nr

law school likg I.JYU, students have ample oPPortunity to cultivate a social life. L

said that, "students know how to balance their time so we manage to go out ()n

weekends." Greenwich Village is especially conducive to entertainment, and

dents seem to take advantage of its recreational opportunities such as iazz
cafes, and the overall fun environment. The students at NYU Law School as a

seem qenuinely content with their school. outside the classroom, they devote

sideraf,le ti#e'to intramural sports, student publications, and other extracurrr

activities. A first-hand visit to the NYU Law School conveys the general

of the school. It is an environment conducive to a well-balanced life, offering

academic excellence and an eniovable extra-curricular and social life.
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Throw away your heavy down coat, your collection of wool sweaters, your
ll,rl1:l pajamas and your earmuffs. Amidst the palm trees and sauna-like humidity
, 'l Miami, these are foreign goods. The University of Miami school of Law (UM) has
rrrrrre to offer than just beautiful weather, though. According to the 1995-1996 Law

"t 
hool Bulletin, the school boasts a diverse student body, a ,r.,iqrre first year curricu-

Irrrn and one of the leading legal research ribraries in the country. The school,s
,rdmission requirements are highly competitive. They include an undergraduate
t irade Point Average (GPA) of approximately 3.3 and LSAT scores around 15d.
\evertheless, Michael Goodnight Assistant Dean of Admission and Enrollment at
tlre 69-year-old Law school, emphsizes the admission committee's dedication to eval-
Lr.rting each application holistically. "Everyone's an individual with a different histo-
rv and different life experiences. Someone with 10 to 15 years of tremendous work
('xperience and wonderful recommendations who has a 10 to 15 year-old GpA won,t
l,e rejected on that basis," Goodnight said. while Goodnight iould not precisely
r,rnk the weight given to grades, scores, recommendations and extracurriculars in
t .nsidering applications, he said, "In general,  academics are very important."
r\dmission officers evaluate GPAs in relation to the school the applicant attended, as
w'ell as his or her major and coursework. Graduates of Ivy League institutions are
definitely at an advantage, according to Goodnight. "obviously,-a Columbia educa-
tion is valued very highly," Goodnight said.

These rigorous standards allow for a healthy level of competition to exist
between students. Second-year student, Allison uift, wno as an undergraduate
.rttended Emory university but transferred to University of Miami, confirmed that
lrer-peers are highly capable. "I am competing against people who are as motivated
,rnd talented as I am," Hift said. Competition can be fiirly stressful. First-year stu-
dents are graded on a bell curve, according to which only a certain number of A,s are
,listributed for each assignment. Before she started lawschool, Hift anticipated that''law 

school would mean no life and an intense amount of work." she believes, how-
t,ver, that "it only gets worse when you're working.,'

Professor of Law, Irwin P. Stotzky, is sensitive to the difficulties students
tace in adjusting to the increased workload. "we have a very intense curricular com-
ponent which requires students to work eight, 10, 12 hours aday and they think their
I ife is ruined," stotzky said. professor stotzky is one of the 55 f;u-time professors on
the Law school's faculty. This faculty aiso includes g5 part-time instructors and
rnany members of Miami's large legal community. The Law School both contributes
to and takes part in the opportunities afforded by this community. Judges and
I.rwyers who work in major Miami firms extend their knowledge and experience to
t'ducating uM's law students through participation in career-panels, clinical pro-
qrams and a litigation skills program. In return, UM makes available to attorneys
the use of its newly-renovated Law Library, which holds over 400,000 volumes and is
t'.nsidered one of the leading legal research libraries in the country.

The curriculum, according to the Law school Bulletin, is quite unique. First
vear students must take Contracts, property, Torts, Civi l  procedure, tr iminal
I'rocedure and Constitutional Law, much like all other first-year law students. Each

The University of Miami School of Law
By Shulamit Shapiro


