Helvidius: The Columbia Undergraduate Journal of Law and Public Policy
is named after Helvidius Priscus, a Roman statesman and philosopher in the
first century AD. Helvidius Priscuswas known for hisvirtue, independence
of mind, and staunch advocacy of republican government. Hisbeliefsbrought
himinto direct conflict with the emperors Nero and Bespasian, both of whom
banished him. Helvidius's defense of liberty and freedom of speech aswell

as his opposition to dynastic succession, eventually led to his execution.

Thus, he isremembered asthe first martyr for free speech.
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January of 1999 unfurled a number of events that would reshape the course
of history: the second impeachment process carried out against the Presi-
dent of the United States. The public's faith in the media's coverage of
events, the Judiciary, our parties, and in the President was tested, asthe
American public struggled with ideas about professionalism and mordity.
Lauren Kofke offers a fascinating assessment of the public's perception of
President Clinton in light of the scandal and the reasoning behind his
uncanny popularity during thiscrisis.

In addition, thisissue of Helvidius will explore the perplexing circumstances
brought about by globalization and illuminate their unexpected conse-
guences. Withthe current crisisin Kosovo brewing, potential presidential
candidate Elizabeth Dole will shed light on the future of America'srolein
security, and Beth Morales will address US military role in the post-cold-war
era.

Thereis nothing more challenging than leaping headfirst into the unknown,
but that is exactly what the editors of Helvidius did when they founded the
journal in 1989. Because of continuous dedication from our editors, writers
and readers, we have been able to present high caliber pertinent political and
economic issues that have influenced the structure of international and
national affairs. Thisissue marksour tenth anniversary and much to our
delight, we present to you the Spring 1999 edition.

Ratty Chang Christine Park
BC '99/ SIPA '00 CC'99

Helvidius: The Columbia Undergraduate Journal of Law and Public Policy is
published in April. Helvidius was found in August 1989 by Peter Tomassi
(Columbia College '91) to serve as a forum for the discussion of diverse is-
sues concerning law and public policy. The editors welcome submissions at
all times. Submissions should de directed to: Helvidius, 201 Lion's Court, 521
West 114th Street, Columbia University, New York, NY 10027. All materials
are subject to editing and will not be returned without postage supplied by the
author. The articles printed here reflect the opinions of the respective authors.
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